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Packaging & 
Logistics
At Calavo, we consider the environmental impacts 
of packaging throughout the entire supply chain. 
We work closely with our customers to determine 
their packaging needs, and offer products that 
use recyclable, biodegradable, recycled content 
and reusable packaging. Some of our strategies 
include:

•	 Changing packaging from materials that cannot 
be recycled and require energy applications 
(like PVC Shrink Wraps) to those which can be 
more easily recycled and do not require heat to 
apply (such as Tamper Evident Packaging)

•	 Reducing the overall weight of packaging by 
using film lidding instead of rigid lidding and 
down-gauging corrugate in favor of lighter 
weight cardboard

•	 Expanding the use of post-industrial plastics 
(sometimes referred to as regrind) and post-
consumer recycled plastics 

•	 Designing packaging solutions with the 
environment in mind, such as our Die Cut 
Boxes, which require little or no adhesive or 
tape when forming the box before packing the 
finished goods

•	 More than 95% of our packaging is recyclable, 
reusable or compostable

•	 In December 2019, we reconfigured our 
avocado packaging, so that the label can 
be removed from the netting – making 
both pieces recyclable. By the end of 2020, 
6,128,825 bags were impacted by this change.

•	 We continue to focus on packaging with 
recycled content, with more than 312,000 
kilograms of post-consumer recycled 
plastic incorporated into our thermoformed 
guacamole lids.

2020 Packaging Highlights:
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This is Calavo Growers, Inc.’s third annual 
sustainability report covering our performance 
during calendar year 2020. The previous report 
was published in September 2019.

Reporting Boundaries
This Sustainability Report boundary includes 
all 19 facilities directly operated by Calavo. In 
addition, we have included selected information 
from joint ventures where we do not have direct 
control. Any exceptions to this scope are noted 
directly in the text.

Independent 
Verification
We have engaged Strategic Sustainability 
Consulting (SSC) to support our sustainability 
reporting efforts. We believe that this report 
contains information that is accurate, timely, and 
balanced. In preparing the material for this report, 
we have completed an internal assessment process 
in conjunction with SSC to review the contents for 
clarity. This report has not been externally assured.

Restatements
In previous reports we stated that Calavo operates 
from 18 facilities. In 2020, we have reported 
19 facilities, splitting our operation in Uruapan 
into two facilities to better align with our GHG 
reporting boundaries.

Feedback
We welcome your feedback to our Sustainability 
Report Team at sustainability@calavo.com.

Disclaimer
This report contains statements relating to future 
events and results of Calavo (including certain 
projections and business trends) that are “forward-
looking statements,” as defined in the Private 
Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, that 
involve risks, uncertainties and assumptions. These 
statements are based on our current expectations 
and are not promises or guarantees. If any of 
the risks or uncertainties ever materialize or the 
assumptions prove incorrect, the actual results of 
Calavo may differ materially from those expressed 
or implied by the forward-looking statements 
and assumptions. All statements in this report, 
other than statements of historical fact, are 
statements that could be deemed forward-looking 
statements. For a further discussion of the risks 
and uncertainties that we face, please see the 
risk factors described in our most recent Annual 
Report on Form 10-K filed with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission and any subsequent 
updates that may be contained in our Quarterly 
Reports on Form 10-Q and other filings with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission. Forward-
looking statements contained in this report are 
made only as of the date of this report, and we 
undertake no obligation to update or revise any 
forward-looking statement, whether as a result of 
new information, future events or otherwise.

About This Report

mailto:sustainability%40calavo.com?subject=
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Topic Accounting Metric Unit of Measure 2019 2020

Energy Management

Total energy consumed (FB-PF-130a.1) Gigajoules (GJ) 169,985 159,633

Percentage grid
Electricity (FB-PF-130a.1)

Percent (%) 100 100

Percentage renewable (FB-PF-130a.1) Percent (%) 0 0

Water Management

Total water withdrawn  
(FB-PF-140a.1)

Thousand cubic meters 
(m³)

143.0 142.0

Percentage in regions with
High or Extremely High Baseline Water Stress  
(FB-PF-140a.1)

Percentage (%) 58 60

Total water
Consumed (FB-PF-140a.1)

Cubic
meters (m³)

0.20 0.37

Percentage in regions with
High or Extremely High Baseline Water Stress 
(FB-PF-140a.1)

Percentage (%) 0 45

Number of incidents of non-compliance
associated with water quantity and/or quality 
permits, standards, and regulations  
(FB-PF-140a.2)

Number (#) 0 0

Description of water management risks and 
discussion of strategies and practices to 
mitigate those risks (FB-PF-140a.3)

Discussion and Analysis See page 10

SASB’s “Sustainability Accounting Standards” comprise disclosure guidance 
and accounting standards for use by U.S. and foreign public companies in 
their disclosures to investors. SASB Standards identify sustainability topics 
that are reasonably likely to constitute material information for a company 
within a particular industry. 

Calavo is moving towards more comprehensive reporting aligned with the 
SASB standard for the Processed Foods Industry. SASB indicators relevant to 
the Processed Foods Industry are summarized in the following tables.

Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB)
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Topic Accounting Metric Unit of Measure 2019 2020

Food Safety

Global Food Safety Initiative (GFSI) audit non-
conformance rate (FB-PF-250a.1)

Rate 4.5 3.3

Audit corrective action rate for major non-
conformances (FB-PF-250a.1)

Percent
Not applicable – no major  
non-conformance findings

Audit corrective action rate for minor non-
conformances (FB-PF-250a.1)

Percent 100 100

Percentage of ingredients sourced from Tier 
1 supplier facilities certified to a Global Food 
Safety Initiative (GFSI) recognized food safety 
certification program (FB-PF-250a.2)

Percent (%) by cost 99.54 99.54

Total number of notices of food safety violation 
received (FB-PF-250a.3)

Number (#) 0 1

Percentage corrected (FB-PF-250a.3) Percent (%) N/A 100

Number of recalls issued (FB-PF-250a.4) Number (#) 5 2

Total amount of food product recalled (FB-PF-
250a.4)

Metric tons (t) 7.12 7.96

Health & Nutrition

Revenue from products labeled and/or 
marketed to promote health and nutrition 
attributes (FB-PF-260a.1)

$USD 1,058,002,092 947,543,193

Discussion of the process to identify and 
manage products and ingredients related 
to nutritional and health concerns among 
consumers (FB-PF-260a.2)

Discussion and Analysis See page 21



Calavo Growers, Inc. 2020 Sustainability Report      |     29

About
Calavo Growers

Our Sustainability
Approach

Facilities and
Operations

People and 
Communities

Products and  
Governance

About 
This Report

Topic Accounting Metric Unit of Measure 2019 2020

Product Labeling & Marketing

Percentage of advertising impressions made on 
children (FB-PF-270a.1)

Percent (%) 0 0

Percentage of advertising impressions made on 
children promoting products that meet dietary 
guidelines (FB-PF-270a.1)

Percent (%) 0 0

Product Labeling on Genetically Modified 
Organisms (GMOs) (FB-PF-270a.2)

$USD 6,194,593 7,201,872

Non-GMO Label $USD 6,194,593 7,201,872

GMO Label $USD 0 0

Incidents of non-compliance with industry or 
regulatory labeling and/or marketing codes (FB-
PF-270a.3)

Number (#) 0 1

Monetary losses as a result of legal proceedings 
associated with labeling and/or marketing 
practices (FB-PF-270a.4)

$USD 0 0

Packaging Lifecycle 
Management

Total weight of packaging (FB-PF-410a.1) Metric tons (t) 19,832 20,155

Percentage made from recycled and/or 
renewable materials (FB-PF-410a.1)

Percent (%) 96.1 96.1

Percentage recyclable, reusable, and/or 
compostable (FB-PF-410a.1)

Percent (%) 96.1 96.1

Discussion of strategies to reduce the 
environmental impact of packaging throughout 
its lifecycle (FB-PF-410a.2)

Discussion & Analysis See page 25

Environmental & Social 
Impacts of Ingredient  
Supply Chain

Percentage of food ingredients sourced from 
regions with High or Extremely High Baseline 
Water Stress (FB-PF-440a.1)

Percent by cost (%) Not tracked

List of priority food ingredients and discussion 
of sourcing risks due to environmental and 
social considerations (FB-PF-440a.2)

Discussion & Analysis See page 22

Activity Metrics
Total Production (FB-PF-000.A) Metric tons (t) 263,093 275,228

Production Facilities (FB-PF-000.B) Number (#) 18 19


